JANUARY 11, 2022

$7.5M settlement reached in
dram shop case
By David Baugher
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Lail said that the case concerned a at the time of the crash which hapcrash in which the drunk driver first pened more than three hours after he
became intoxicated at a restaurant left the establishment,” Lail said.
before purchasing additional alcoThe gas station, meanwhile, conhol at a gas station. Lail obtained tended that the driver was an alaccess to a recording of a jailhouse coholic and could have hidden any
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forensic examination of prior point
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Lail said that by the time he received the case, a settlement had
already been reached with the drunk
driver and the owner of the vehicle
he’d been driving. The settlement,
which included a full release, eliminated the prospect of pure joint and
several liability and resulted in a setoff of more than $1 million.
The matter was mediated twice
and settled in October, shortly before it was set to go to trial. Due to
the confidentiality agreement, the
attorneys could not say how much of
the settlement was provided by the
restaurant and how much was provided by the gas station.
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