
Pedestrian struck by vehicle settles 
for $10M
A WOMAN who suffered a trau-
matic brain injury after being 
struck by a truck as she was walk-
ing has settled her claims for $10 
million, her attorneys report.

David Yarbor-
ough of Yarbor-
ough Applegate 
in Charleston re-
ports that in Oc-
tober 2018, his 
client, a 33-year-
old Wisconsin 
woman visiting 
South Carolina, 
was walking in a 
crosswalk when 
the defendant ran 
a stop sign and hit 
her, knocking her 
to the ground.

As a result of 
her injuries, the woman developed 
headaches, vision problems, de-
pression, left-sided weakness, and 
balance issues that interfered with 
her ability to do her job and enjoy 
her life. She was forced to work re-
duced hours which led to a reduc-
tion in pay, Yarborough said.

The woman was also represented 
by Reynolds Blankenship of Yar-
borough Applegate, Shelly Leeke 
and Joe Krause of Shelly Leeke Law 
Firm in North Charleston, and 
William “Kip” Darwin of Holcome 
Bomar in Spartanburg.

Yarborough said that the defen-
dant’s insurance company failed to 
timely tender the $3 million pol-
icy limits, leading to the lawsuit. 
The insurance broker then failed to 
timely deliver the suit to the insur-
ance company, Yarborough said, 
leading to the defendants being 
placed in default. A fully contested 
damages hearing was held on June 
3, after which the parties mediated 
and resolved the case.

Many of the case’s details, includ-
ing the names of the parties and de-
fense counsel, were withheld due to 
a confidentiality agreement.

Yarborough said that the defense 
claimed that there was no objective 
evidence of brain injury, bleeding, 
or skull fracture and that the plain-
tiff never lost consciousness.

“The defense contended that 
the plaintiff continued going to 

concerts and remained active in 
her lifestyle after the injuries,” 
Yarborough wrote in an email to 
Lawyers Weekly. “The defense 
claimed that the plaintiff actually 
was earning more after the colli-
sion because she was working less 
hours and had additional benefits 
in her new job that made it more 
lucrative.”

JULY 18, 2022

■ Heath Hamacher

David Yarborough

V E R D I C T S  &  S E T T L E M E N T S

Reprinted by EnVeritas Group with permission from South Carolina Lawyers Weekly . www.enveritasgroup.com EC08022

Shelly Leeke

SETTLEMENT REPORT-
MOTOR VEHICLE NEGLIGENCE

AMOUNT: $10 million
INJURIES ALLEGED: Mild traumatic 
brain injury
CASE NAME: Withheld
COURT: Spartanburg County Circuit 
Court
JUDGE: Judge Mark Hayes and 
mediator Kurt Rozelsky
DATE OF SETTLEMENT: June 2022
HIGHEST OFFER: $3 million
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF: Shelly 
Leeke and Joe Krause of Shelly Leeke 
Law Firm in North Charleston, David 
Yarborough and Reynolds Blankenship 
of Yarborough Applegate in Charleston, 
and William “Kip” Darwin of Holcome 
Bomar in Spartanburg
ATTORNEY(S) FOR DEFENDANT: 
Withheld


